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The topic of global migration and resultant settlement patterns, or cross-cultural
contact amongst different ethnic groups has, for some decades, become a significant
issue in contemporary anthropology and sociology. And every indication suggests that
it will become even more so in this era of global migration. Current debates about
“transnational migrants” emphasise that migrants live within interconnections with
more than one nation state, since their social relations in the new environments are not
“uprooted” from their homeland. Contemporary metropolises, embedded with various
types of migrants, including “migrant workers,” expatriates, and other types of
transnational migrants, who are involved in multi-channelled networks, continuously
keeping their links with homelands, while Iliving in the host community.
Multiculturalism as a policy or ideology has been established by the stimulation of
various migrations with the development of cultural diversity, and the ongoing global
migration promotes everyday lives in the metropolitan areas with linkages beyond the
national border. In this session, we would like to discuss the impact of international
migration upon the multicultural community, with some examples of how transnational
connections or cosmopolitanism are initiated, developed and maintained in
metropolitan areas. (Tetsuo Mizukami 2008 from The International Symposium on
Current Status and Prospects of Sociology in Asia, 50th anniversary, College of
Sociology, Rikkyo University, Tokyo)

by =T2XA=v 7 - ala2=T7 A OFEHHNEOWEB R LITO>NT, HENEEEHE
MIZoWTHERYFAERSICEILT —FWNELITH, U FTDO XS RERE LI,
This paper proposes to discuss contemporary urban movements by focussing upon the
civic organisation, the Asian People’s Friendship Society (APFS). This organisation
was established in the mid-1980s, at a time some Japanese regions faced massive
migration inflows, including many undocumented migrant workers. As these
newcomers were confronted with sluggish Japanese government policy development in
relation to foreigners’ living conditions, various civic organisations emerged
throughout Japan to assist their settlement. The APFS in Tokyo was one of these, and
it has gradually extended its activities. The initial aim of this organisation was to
promote social interaction and mutual aid among the newcomers. Soon after its
establishment, the membership was augmented by newly arrived foreigners and since
then it has developed its political work to guarantee rights in all settlement issues.
Apart from the civil volunteers, several lawyers and sociologists have been involved
in their activities. In the 1990s, when newcomer's stay was extended, the major focus
of APFS activity has been family matters, including international marriages and
children’s education. And so these foreign residents, including many visa-over-stayers
have consulted APFS with regard to schooling needs as well as help with establishing
businesses. This has been a major change in the role of the APFS.
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The APFS has facilitated the impact of these communities upon the host community,
and this impact can be seen in the Japanese government’s guidelines for granting
requests for permanent residency. Furthermore, they have organised symposia and
study meetings for “living together in Japan”, and their publications make an
important contribution to the understanding of the multicultural aspects of Japanese
society. (Tetsuo Mizukami 2008 from The 38th World Congress of the International
Institute of Sociology in Budapest)
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